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Preface

Testing in general, and language testing in particular, is a challenging field.
On the one hand, tests are used to make decisions which influence people’s
lives. Therefore, tests must provide as accurate information as possible to
enable testers to make fair decisions. This makes testing a very delicate
responsibility. On the other hand, testing is rooted in many complicated
scientific disciplines, such as, linguistics, psychology, and sociology, each of
which has its own intricate and unresolved issues. This makes testing a very
complex responsibility. The delicacy of decision making and the intericacy of
different related fields have made language testing a challenging field.

The challenge has forced the field of testing to grow rapidly in the last
few decades. Developments in different language related fields have
contributed to swift changes in language testing. To accommodate these
developments, several excellent textbooks have been written by distinguished
scholars. From Harris, 1969, up to Backman, 1991, many people have
contributed to capturing the evergrowing evolutions in the field.

Then why another textbook on language testing? Of course, the existing
textbooks cover a wide variety of topics in language testing and collectively
fulfill the needs of students. Any one of them, however, would not serve this
purpose individually for several reasons. First of all, they mostly focus on
testing English as a second language rather than a foreign language. Second,
each of these books, covers the field of language testing from a particular
perspective. And finally, they do not accommodate peculiarities related to
testing situation in our country, Iran.

Thus, the main motivation for producing this book as an addition to the
ones already in the market was to provide students with a single textbook
dealing with the issues from different perspectives, which would meet most of

their needs. Furthermore, a deliberate attempt is made to gear the text
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towards the needs of the Iranian students.

Besides, Testing English Skills enjoys certain unique characteristics. The
first is its organization. The book is organized in such a way that it leads the
students from the first to the last stage of language testing. That is, the
chapters are organized to help students develop, administer, score, and
interpret the scores of language tests they have developed.

The second characteristic of Testing English Skills is its lucid style. The
concepts are explained without appealing to pedantic language. Highly
technical treatment of testing concepts is avoided. Attempts are made to
communicate ideas to the readers through utilizing plain language, so that it
would not create any serious barrier to the comprehension of the ideas due to
the lack of native-like language competence. The third quality of this book is
its scope. A conscious attempt is made to cover a wide range of topics which
would provide students with a fairly comprehensive picture of language
testing. In other words, very little need is left to be fulfilled by an additional
text.

Even with these peculiarities, no claim is made that the book needs no
improvement. Nor is it claimed that it has exhausted all topics. It is, however,
hoped that the book will fulfill a considerable number of students’ needs. It is
also hoped that reader’s constructive comments will improve the book in the

future editions.

Dr. H. Farhady
Dr. A. Ja'farpur
Dr. P. Birjandi

June, 1994
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