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Key to Phonetic Symbols 
 

 Vowels and Diphthongs 
 1 i: as in  see /si:/ 11 2: as in fur /f2:(r)/ 
 2 H as in sit /sHt/ 12 ? as in ago /?!g?T/ 
 3 e as in ten /ten/ 13 eH as in page /peHdY/ 
 4 æ as in hat /hæt/ 14 ?T as in home /h?Tm/ 
 5 @: as in arm /@:(r)m/ 15 aH as in five /faHv/ 
 6 P as in got /gPt/ 16 aT as in now /naT/ 
 7 N: as in saw /sN:/ 17 NH as in join /dYNHn/ 
 8 T as in put /pTt/ 18 H? as in near /nH?(r)/ 
 9 u: as in too /tu:/ 19 e? as in hair /he?(r)/ 
 10 U as in cup /kUp/ 20 T? as in pure /pjT?(r)/ 
 
 Consonants 
 1 p as in pen /pen/ 13 s as in so /s?T/ 
 2 b as in bad /bæd/ 14 z as in zoo /zu:/ 
 3 t as in tea /ti:/ 15 R as in she /Ri:/ 
 4 d as in did /dHd/ 16 Y as in vision /!uHYn/ 
 5 k as in cat /kæt/ 17 h as in how /haT/ 
 6 f as in got /fPt/ 18 m as in man /mæn/ 
 7 tR as in chin /tRHn/ 19 n as in no /n?T/ 
 8 dY as in June /dYu:n/ 20 M as in sing /sHM/ 
 9 f as in fall /fN:l/ 21 l as in leg /lef/ 
 10 v as in voice /vNHs/ 22 r as in red /red/ 
 11 S as in thin /SHn/ 23 j as in yes /jes/ 
 12 C as in then /Cen/ 24 w as in wet /wet/ 
 
/!/ represents primary stress as in about /?!baTt/ 

/$/ represents secondary stress as in academic /$æk?!demHk/ 

(r) An ‘r’ in parentheses is heard in British pronunciation when it is immediately followed 
by a vowel sound. 
Otherwise it is omitted. In American pronunciation no ‘r’ of the phonetic spelling or of 
the ordinary spelling is omitted. 

/-/ Hyphens preceding and/or following parts of a repeated transcription indicate that only 

the repeated part changes. 


