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Preface

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to be able to introduce to the reading
public Professor Mohammad Dabir-Moghaddam's monumental volume The
Typology of Iranian Languages. This volume represents a first in linguistics
from a number of perspectives.

First, it provides at long last a detailed account of recent work in
linguistic typology to the Persian-speaking public, using illustrative material
from Persian and other Iranian languages of Iran and beyond. Linguistic
typology has emerged in the last few decades as a robust independent
approach to Language, paying careful attention both to the detailed
properties of individual languages and also to the general patterns that are
observed cross-linguistically; it generalizes with respect to language
universals while providing a systematic account of linguistic diversity.
Professor Mohammad Dabir-Moghaddam is a leading practitioner
internationally of the application of linguistic typology to Iranian languages,
and his long-awaited volume admirably serves this purpose.

In addition, the volume provides a detailed analysis of a range of
Iranian languages from a typological perspective, concentrating on
phenomena that have been interest to linguistic typology, and thus placing
the Iranian languages within the overall schema of cross-linguistic variation.
Two typological parameters are chosen for detailed cross-linguistic
discussion, namely word order and ergativity, for both of which Iranian
languages provide important material that has only too often been neglected
in the past. For instance, Persian is verb-final in the sense that in neutral
word order the verb occurs at the end of its clause, but in terms of most other
parameters Persian shows values diametrically opposed that one would
expect in a verb-final language, such as prepositions rather than
postpositions and the possessor after rather than before its possessum. Other
Iranian languages provide interesting variations on this theme and thus
provide crucial input into discussions of word order typology. With regard to
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ergativity, Iranian languages show a wide range of variation from languages
with widespread ergativity (treatment of the patient, rather than the agent, of
a transitive verb like the single argument of an intransitive verb) to
languages like Persian that have lost virtually all traces of the phenomenon.
Intermediate stages are often typologically highly unusual, such as systems
where the same marking is used for both transitive agent and patient but a
different marking is used for the single intransitive argument, a pattern that
poses problems for many accounts of ergativity.

In sum, this volume bridges the gap between linguistic typology, Iranian
languages, and the Persian-speaking linguistic readership. It is an important
and timely work whose publication will be warmly welcomed.

Prof. Dr. Bernard Comrie
Director, Department of Linguistics,
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology
& Distinguished Professor of Linguistics,
University of California Santa Barbara



