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INTRODUCTION TO THE FARSI EDITION

OF GHOST LIGHT
By Michael Chemers

| cannot fully express my excitement over the fact that the distinguished
theatre scholar Narges Yazdi, of the Tehran University of the Arts, has
undertaken a translation of my book Ghost Light into the Farsi language.
Persian theatre has a tradition that is one of the richest and most ancient in the
world. Naqgali, the sophisticated Ru Howzi and Siah-Bazi social comedies
and Kheimeh Shah Bazi puppetry of the kind Professor Yazdi has studied, not
to mention diverse forms of music and dance have always thrived in Iran,
although most Westerners are not as aware of these powerful traditions as we
ought to be, nor of the powerful contemporary theatre culture present in
Tehran and other cities. Also of tremendous significance is the impact that
Persian theatre has had on the development of other theatrical traditions in all
parts of the world. Ancient Persia's ideal geographical position and stable
society has, over the millennia, supported the exporting of theatrical traditions
(and other forms of art and storytelling) to a degree of magnitude that can
probably never be fully measured. So knowing that Ghost Light will become a
part, however tiny, of that magnificent tradition is at once deeply gratifying
and humbling.

In my conversations with Professor Yazdi | have learned that there is a
great deal of common ground between US and Iranian dramaturgs. In both
countries, dramaturgy as a discreet practice within professional theatre has
been seen more as a luxury than essential in recent times, but in both countries
dramaturgs are becoming more critical to the process of good theatre-making.
And in both countries, the title "dramaturg” has many meanings in different
contexts. The importance of the work of Professor Yazdi and her colleagues to
sustain and advance the role of the dramaturg in Iranian theatre cannot be
overestimated.

Of course, one of the most important things a dramaturg can do is to act
as a cultural ambassador. Dramaturgs are, at their core, students and teachers
of culture, and they are as much transmitters of culture as they are absorbers of
it. This is a sacred and sometimes difficult duty, especially when political
strife between nations creates seemingly insurmountable gulfs. But art, and
especially the theatre, can effectively and reliably bridge such gulfs, and it is
my deepest wish that the Farsi edition of Ghost Light would in some small
way encourage such an exchange.

| will close this short introduction, then, with a thought from the
progenitor of modern dramaturgy, G. E. Lessing, who wrote:

"They make glorious wreckage who are lost in seeking worlds."

Michael M. Chemers
SantaCruz,California,USA
October 13, 2015
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1. Dramaturgy in American Theatre: A Source Book, edited by Susan Jonas, Geoffrey S. Proehl, and Michael Lupu
2. Words at Play: Creative Writing and Dramaturgy by Felicia Hardison Londré
3. Dramaturgy: A Revolution in Theatre by Mary Luckhurst

4. Dramaturgy and Performance by Cathy Turner and Synne K. Behrndt
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