Foreword

English language is gaining increasing importance in scientific media. In most
disciplines of science, new concepts and theories and the basic terminology are
widely presented in English. As such, around the world, this language has emerged
as the major medium of communication among scientists in different fields.

In recognition of the importance of this language for successful scientific
studies, we have prepared the present text. Originally, it was intended for senior
and graduate students in soil science. However, the contents also cover topics
which are useful for those who want to familiarize themselves with terminologies
used in water and environmental sciences.

The text is organized in different units containing sections of various
scientific papers. These cover specialized areas such as soil genesis and
classification, soil-water-plant relationship, soil fertility and plant nutrition, soil
chemistry, soil physics, land degradation, soil conservation, drainage, soil biology
and pollution. For each unit, many questions have been prepared so as to help the
students in learning both the concepts and the relevant terms. It is our hope that the
materials included in this text will satisfy the needs of the students who wish to
become capable of reading and understanding soil and environmental sciences
literature in English. We welcome any comment and suggestion which may
improve the contents in this respect.

Finally, we wish to acknowledge our appreciation and gratitude to the
Director and staff of SAMT who supported our efforts throughout the time of
preparation of this book. We also like to thank Dr. M. A. Rakhshanfar for his

thorough review of the manuscript and constructive editorial comments.
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